THE , 
Confeſsion of Faith 
Of che KIRK of 


SCOTLAND. 


SUBSCRIBED 


By the Kings Majeſtic and his Houl- 
holde , in the yeare of God 1580, 


With a Deſignation of ſuch As of Parlament , as are ex- 
pedient, for juſleſying the Vnion, after mentioned. 
And Subſcribed by the Nobles , Barrons , Gentle- 


men , Burgeſſes, Miniſters and Commons, in 
the yeare of God 1638. 


IWLLOS8LOS8N ISLES IRON JRL: ROSES. 


Josnv aA Chap. 24, verſ.2y, 


SoIoſhus made a Covenant with the the ſame day, and gave 
them an Ordinance and Law in b 


2 KitGgs 11, 17. 


And Tehojada made 4 Covenant berweene the Lord and the King,and 
the people , that they ſhould bee the Lords people : likewije be- 
tweene the King and the people, 


One ſhall ſay , I am th Dobro Mark 
ay, I amthe : another ſhall be called by the name of Tacob : 
and another ſhall ſubſcribe with bu jo nnto ry for 4 = 
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The Kings Meajeſtier Charge, to all ('ommiſſioners and 
«Me miſters,within this Kealme , in the yeare of God 


1580, 


Ecing that Wee , and our Hovuſholde , have Subſcribed 

and given this publicke Confeſſion of our Faith, to the 
good example of our SubjeAs : Wee commannd and Charge 
all Commiſſioners and Miniſters , to crave the ſame Con- 
feſſion of their Parochinars, and proceed againſt the refu- 
ſers , according to our Lawes and Order of the Kirk , de- 
livering their names , and lawfult proces to the Miryfters 
of cair Houſe, with all haſte ard diligence , under the paine 
of fourtic pound to be taken from their ſtipend , that Wee, 
with the advice of our Coynfell, may rake order with fuch 
proud contemuers of Go Þ and our Lawes. 


Subſcribed Wah our Hand , « Halyradhouſe, 1 5 8 ©. 
' The 2. day of «March, the 14. yeare of our 
Reyne. 
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The Confeſsion of Faith , 
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The Kirke of SCOTLAND. 


The Confeſſion of Faith , ſubſcribed «t firſt by the Kings 
Majeſtie and his Housheld , in the year of God 1 580. 
Thereafter, by Perſons of all rankes,in the yeare 1 581, 
By ordinance of the Lords of the Secret (ounſell , and 
Aits of the general Aſſembly. Subſcribed againe by all 
ſorts of Perſons in the yeart 1590 » By 4 new Ordi- 
nance of (ounſell,at the deſire of the generall Aſſembly: 
With a generall Band for maintenance of the true Reli- 
gion and the Kings Perſon, And now ſubſcribed in the 
yeare 1638, By Us, Noblemen, Barrons , Gentle» 
men, Burgeſſes, Miniſters, and Commons , under ſub» 
ſeribing : Together, With our reſolution and promiſes for 
the cauſes after ſpecified , To maintaine_ the ſayd true 
Religion , and the Kings Majeſtie , according to the 
Confeſſion foreſayd , and Aits of Parlament, The Te- 
nor Whereof heere followeth. | 

TREE All, and every one of Us undervvritten , 


\:N'</s yori 
Nec W, Proteſt ; that, after long and due Examination of 


da) our ovvne Conſciences,in matters of true & falſe 

THADEG Religion, are novv throughly reſolved of the 
Trueth , by the Word and Spirit of G o o, and there!ore vve 
believe vvith our hearts , conteſſe vvith our mourhs , ſubſcribe 
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4 The Confeſſion of Faith , 

with our hands, and conſtantly afftirme before God , and the 
whole World: thatthis onely is the true Chriſtian Faith and 
Religion, pleaſing God, and bringing Salvationto man, which 
new is by the mercie of God revealed tothe world , by the 
preaching of the bleſſed Evangell. 

And received, believed,and defended, by manyand ſundry 
notable Kirkes and Realmes, but chieflic by the Kirk of Scor- 
land,the Kinzs Majeſtie, and three eſtates of this Realme, as Gods eter- | 
nall Trueth, and onety ground of our Salvation: as more par- . 
ticularlic is expreſſed in rhe Confeſhon of our Faith, flabli- 
ſhed, and publicklic confirmed by ſundry Acts of Parliaments, 
and now of a long time hath beene openlic profeſſed by the 
Kings Majeſtie,and whole body of this Realme,both in Burgh 
and Land. To the which Confeſſion and forme of Religion, 
wee willinglic agree in our conſciences in all points , as unto 
Gods undoubted Trueth and Veritic , grounded onely upon 
his written Word. And thcrefore, wee abhorre and deteſt all 
contrarie Religion , and DoArine : Bur chieflie , all kinde of 
Papiſterie, in generall and. particular heads , even as they are 
now damned and confuxed by the Word of God, and Kirk of Scot- 
land : but in ſpeciall wee deteſt 'and rcfule the uſurped ayu- 
thoritic of that RomanAntichriſt upon the Scriptures of God, 
upon the Kirk , the civil] Magiſtrate, and conſciences of men. 
All his tyranous Jawes made upon indifferent things againſt 
our Chriltian libertie, His erroneous Doatine , againſt the 
ſufficienciec of the written Word, the perfeRion of the Law, 
the office of Chriſt, and his bleſſed Evangell. His corrupted 
Do&rine concerning origigall ſinne, our naturall inabillitie 8& 
rebellion tro Gods Law , our Iuitificarion by Faithonely , our 
imperte& Sanctification and obedience tothe Law,the nature, 
number and uſc of the Holy Sacraments.. His five baſtard Sa- 
craments, with all his Rites, Ccremonics, and falſe Dodrine, 
addedto the miniſtration of the true Sacraments without the 
Word 


—— 
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Of the Kirk of Scotland. 5 
Word of God. His cruell judgement againſt Infants, depar- 
ting without the Sacrament : his abſolute neceſhtie of Bap- 
tiſme : his blaſphemous opinion of Tranſubſtantiation, or reall 
preſenceof Chrifts body mn the Elements,and receiving of the 
fame by the wicked, or bodies of men. His diſpenſations with 
ſolemne Oathes , Perjuries, and degrees of Marriage forbid- 
den in the Word : his crucltie againſt the innocent divorced: 
his divelli( h Maſſe : his blaſphemous Prieſthood : his protane 
Sacrifice for the ſinnes of the dead & the quicke : his C anoni- 
zation of men , calling u = Angels or Saints departed , wor- 
ſhipping of lmagerie, Relics, & Crolles, dedicating of Kirks, 
Altars ,.Dayes , Vowes to- creatures ; his Purgatorie, Pray- 
ers for the dead , praying, or ſpeaking ina ſtrange language, 
with his Proceflions and blaſphemous Leranie, and multi- 
tude of Advocates or Mediators : his manifold Orders, Auri- 
cular Confeſſion : his deſperate and uncertaine Repentance ; 
his generall and doubtſome Faith ; his ſatisfations of men for 
their finnes : his Iuſtification by works, opm operatum , works 
of Supererogation,Merits, Pardons, Peregrinations, and Sta- 
tions : his holy Water , baptiſing of Bells, conjuring of Spi- 
rits, croſſing, {aning, anointing, conjuring, hallowing of Gods 
ood creatures, with the ſuperſtitious opinion, joyned there-= 
with : his worldlie Monarchie , and wicked Hierarchie : his 
three ſolemne vowes, with all his ſhavellings of ſundrie ſorts, 
his erroneous and bloudie decrees made at Trex, with all thc 
ſubſcribers and approvers of that cruell and bloudic Band, 
conjured againſt the Kirk of God: and hnallie, weedetcſt all 
his vaine Allegories, Rites, Signes, and Traditions, brought 
in the Kirk , without, or againſt the Word of God, and Do- 
Grine of this true retormed Kirk; to the which wee joyne our 
ſelves willinglic , in Doctrine, Faith, Keligion , Dilcipline, 
and uſe of rhe Holy Sacraments, as lively members of the 
ſame, in Cluiſt our Head : ec hag ſwearing by the. 
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6 The Confeſſion of Faith, 
Great Name of the Lord err G © D , that wee ſhall continue in 
the obedience of the Do&trine:and Diſcipline of this Kirk, 
and ſhall detend the ſame according to our Vocationand Po- 
wer , all the dayes of ourlives , under the paines contained 
in the Law, and danger both of Body and Soule, in the day 
of Gods fearefull [ t : and ſeeing thar many are ſtir- 
ted up _ ,and that Roman Antichriſt, to-promile, 
ſweare, tubſcribe, and fora time uſe the holy Sacraments in 
the Kirk,deceirfullic , againſt their owne conſciences, mind- 
ing thereby , firſt, under the externall cloake of Religion, to 
corrupt and ſubvert ſecretlie Gods true Religion within the 
Kirk, and afterward , when timemay ſerve, to become open 
enemies and perſecutors of the fame, under vaine hope of the 
Popes diſpenſation , deviſed againſt the Word of God, to his 
greater confuſion, and their double condemnation in the day 
of the Lonv Ins ve, 
wee, thetefore, willing ro take away all ſuſpition of hy+ 
pocrifie, and of ſuch double dealing with God and his Kirk, 
Proteſt, and call The Searcher of all hearts for witneſſe, that 
Our mindes and hearts , doe fully agree with this our Conf#/- 
fron , Promiſe , Oath and Sabſcription, fo that Wee are not moved 
for any worldlie reſpe, but are perſwaded onely in our Con- 
ſciences, through the knowledge and love of Gods true Reli- 
gion, pgintedin Our hearts, by the holy Spirit, as V Vee ſhall 
anſweerto him in the day, when the ſecrets of all hearts ſhall 
bee diſcloſed. And becauſe wee perceave, that the quietnes 
and ſtabilitie of our Religion and Kirk, doth depend upon the 
fafetie and good behaviour of the Kings Majeſtic, as upon a 
comfortable inſtrument of Gods mercie, graunted to this 
Countrey, for the mafntaining of his Kirk,and miniſtration of 
Inſtice amongſt us, Wee proteſt and promiſe with our hearts 
under the fame Oath, Hand-writ, and paines, that wee (hall 


de'cnd his Perſon and Authoritic , with our goods , _—_— 
an 
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and lives, in thedefence of Chrifthis Evangell, Liberties of 
our Countric, miniſtration of Inſtice, and puniſhment of ini- 
quitie,againſt all enemies within this Realme , or without, as 
wee defire our God to bee a ſtrong and mercifull Defender to 
us in the day of ourdeath, and comming of our Lord Jew 
Chrift : To whom, with the Father, and the holy Spirit, bee 
all Honour and Glorie Erternallie» 


F-: K E as many Acts of Parlament not onely in general! 
doe abrogate annull,and zeſcindall. Lawes,Statutes, Acts, 
Conſtitutions , Canons, civill or municipall,withall other Or- 
dinances and = penalties whatſoever , made in preju- 
dice of the true Religion and Profefſours thereof : Or, of the 
true Kirk diſcipline, juriſdiction, and freedome thereof : Or, 
io favours of Idolatric and Superſtition : Or , of the Papilti- 
call Kirk : As, £4. 3. 44.31, Tarl,1. 4, 23.Parl.t1t. At; 
I 14. Pal, 12. of King lamerthe fo , That Papiſtric & Superlti- 
tion may bce utterly ſuppreſſed , according to the intention 
ot the Acts of Parlament.zec in the 5. 482, Tal, 20. 
K. James 6. Andtothat end they ordaine all Papiſts & Pricits 
10 bee puniſhed by manifolde Ciyilland Ecclefiaſticall paines, 
as adverlarics to s true Religion, preached and by Law 
eſtabliſ-ed within this Realme , <A. 24. Fart. 1 t. K,lames 6. 
as common cnemiles to all Chriſtian governement, <A. 18. 
Parl. 1.6. K. James 6. as rebcllers and gainſtanders of our Sou- 
veraigne Lords Authoritic , A&. 47. Parl. 3. K, lames 6. and 
as Idolaters , 49, 104. arl.7.K, lames 6. but alfo in particu- 
lar ( by and attour the Confeſſion of Faith) doe aboliſhand 
condemne the Popes Authoritie and Iuriſdition out of this 
Land, and ordaines the maintainers thereof robqpuniſhed , 
CAR, 2. Porl, 1. 4, 51. Pail, 3, AG, Le. 114. Part. 
12+ K, James 6. doe condemne the Popes erroneous doctrine, 
or any other extongous doctrine repugnant to any of the Ar- 
ticles 


8 The (,onfeſſion of Faith , 
ticles of the true & Chriſtian Religion publ reached; 
and by Law eſtabliſhed in this Realme yrmrged wrong the 
ſpreaders and makers of Bookes or Libelles, or Lettcrs orc 
Writts of that nature to be puniſhed, cA8. 46. Parl.z. AG. 
106. Parl, 7. A&t.24. Parl. ty. King lamer 6, doe condemne all 
Bapriſme conforme to the Popes Kirke and the Idolatric of 
the Maſſe, and ordaines all fayers , wilfull hearers, and con- 
ccalers of the Maſſe, the maintainers and reſctters of the 
Prieſts , Teſuites, traffiquing Papiſts, ro bee puniſhed with- 
out any exception or reſtriction , CA#. 5,7 arl. 1. A. 120.Fart. 
I2. Att, 164. Parlt3.eAt.i9,. Parkts. Afr. Parl.19. Aﬀ.y. 
Parl.20. K.James 6, doe condemneall erroneous bookes and 
writtes conteining erroneous do@rine agaiaſt the Religion 
preſcntlie profeſſed,or conteining ſuperſtitious Rites and Ce- 
remonies Papiſticall, whereby the people are greatly abuſed, 
and ordaines the homebringers of them to be puniſhed, 42. 
25. Parl.11.K. lamer 6. doe condemne the monuments and 
dregs of bygane Idolatrie, as, gocing to Crofles, obſerving 
the Feaftivall dayes of Saints, and ſuch other ſuperſtitious 
and Papiſticall Rites, to the diſhonour of God , contempt of 
true Religion 8 foſtering of greaterrour among the people, 
and ordaines the uſers of them to bee puniſhed for the ſecond 
fault as Idolaters, At#.1 04. Parl 7. K, lames 6, 

Like as many a&s of Parliament are conceaved for mainte- 
nance of Gods true and Chriſtian Religion , and the puritic 
thereof in DoQrine and Sacraments of the true Church of 
God, the libertie and freedome thereof, in her Nationall, Sy- 
nodall Aſſemblies , Presbyreries, Seſſions , Pollicie , Diſci- 
pline and JuriſdiQtion thereof, asthar puritic of Religion and 
libertic of the Church was uſed,profeſſed, exerciſed, preached, 
and confeſſed according to the reformation of Religion in 
this Realme. As for inſtance, the gg, AH, Tarl. 7. 4, 23. 
Tal 11. Aft,114P.12. 48,160, Tarl.13. of K, lamer 6, Ratified 
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by the 4 CAA. of R. Charles. Sothat the 6. 48. Park 1.and C8. AQ. 
Part. 6. of K. lemes 6, in the yeare of God 1579. declares the 
Miniſters of the bleſſed Evangell , whom God of his mercie 
had raiſed up , or hereafter ſhould raiſe, agreeing with them 
that than lined in Docrine , and adminiſtration of the Sacra 
ments , and the people thar profeſſed Chriſt, as he was than 
offered in the Evangell, and doth communicate with the ho- 
ly Sacraments (as in the reformed Kirkes of this Realmethey 
were preſentlic adminiſtrate) according tothe Confeſſion of 
Faith, robee the true and holy Kirkof ChriſtTeſug within this 
Realme,and decernes and declares alland ſundrie , who either 
gainclayes the Word of the , reccivedand approved 
as the heads of the Confeſhon of Faith , profeſſed in Parla- 
ment,in the yeare of God 1 IG alſo in the firſt Par- 
lament of K. leme 6. and ratified inthis preſent Parlament , 
more particularlie doe ſpecific, or that refuſes:the adminiſtra- 
tion of the holy Sacraments, as they were then miniſtrated, 
to bee no members of the ſaid Kirk within this Realme and 
true Religion, preſentlie profeſſed ſolong as they keep them- 
ſclues ſa devyded from the ſocictic of Chriſts body : And the 
ſubſequent, 44.69. Parl.6 of K. James 6..declares, That there is 
no other face of Kick,nor otherface of Religion, then was pre» 
ſentlie at that time, by the favour of God ,cſtabliſhed within 
this Realm, which therefore is ever ſtyled Gads trucReligion, 
Clriſts trucReligion,the true & Chriſtian Religion,& a per- 
fect Religion. W bich,by manifoldats of Parlamer,all within 
thisRealme,are boiid to profefſe to ſubſcribethe articles ther- 
of,the Contefſion of Faith, to recant all dotrine and errours, 
repugnant toany of the ſaid Anicles, A#.q, ard. 9. Parl.z. AG. 
4 $+46+47. Tarl.; 4.71. Parl, 6, A#.n06Parl7. A224. Parl. 
11.4. 123, Farl.12, 48. 194.0 197, Farh, 1.4; of K lames 6. 
And all Magiſtrates, Shircts , &c. On the one parte are or= 
daincd to ſcar. h, appreheod , and puniſh all contrayiners , for 

B inſtance, 
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infiante,. td#.'5. Ped. x, Af 204. elkyo 48.255 Bal.'n1ts 
Klemr 6 Andthat norwithſtanding of the:kiongs Maje flies 
hcences din the cantrarie which are diſcharged and declared 
to bee of go force, in fo farre as they tend in any wayes,tothe 
prejudice and hinder of the execution of the As of Parla- 
merit agoink Papitts 2nd adverſarits of truc Religions 4&4, 
106. Par,7.K.lemer 6..Qn the other part in the 47. 4@,P.3.K, 
James 6. Itis declared and ordained, {ecing the caule of Guds 
true Religionand bis highnes Authority are fo joyned,as the 
hutt of the gne is commonte.both;.& that none ſhall be repu- 
ted as loyall & faithfol fubyedts to our: Sovereign Lord, or his 
Amtority, but be puniſhable as:rebclers & gaineſtanders of the 
lame , who. ſhall not give their Conteſhon, and wake their 
profeſiion of the pommmnn > » & that they who after dc» 
fe&Soanfhall-giue the n of their Fauth of new, they 
{ball promiſe to. continue therein/in time comming , to main- 
taine Our So ane LordsAuthomy,andar the wttermoſt 
of theirpower rotortifie, aft, and maintaine the truc Prea-+ 
chers and Protefiors of Chrifts Religion , againſt whatfoever 
extrbics and. gaincfiandersufibelame - and ramebc, agaunſt 
al-ſach of wharkdever tarion, cftate, ortdegscerhcy bee of: 
that have joynedy and bound themiebves, or have aflifted , or 
aHfts.cofer $: , andexecurethe crucll-drcrees of Trew, 
— ro the Preachers and erue —_— - _= m_—_— 
od, wbictis'ropemed wotd by wadinihe Articies of Pa> 
Cificarion, ud —__ the'23\ of iFebraaz. '0p574/. approved by 
Parlamearthe laſtof Aptill x 5753.RarifedioParlamem 25758 
and rekared, AS; r23-Þ 0. 1 2. of K; James 6, writh this addution, 
that they arebormd 40 refild all treatonable uproares and ho» 
ſtrhifies rafſed 2835hR theEthueRetbigion.; the Kings Marcihic , 
add the reve Profeſſors, 1 04 £20, ace ON 
- Likes all liedgesare boundto maintaine the K. Majcſtics 
Royall Perſons, and Authority, the Authariig. of Parlamenrs, 


withour 
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without the whichnenhet any lawes or lawful uidicatocies 
can beeſtabliſhed 4,1z0, 4.13 2. To1.8;K,lavci 6.8 the 
ſubje&s liberties, who ought anely to liue & be goyernedd by 
the Kings lawes, the cammon lawes of this Realme allanertics 
ARS. Park; K, lamer the firf. At. ng Pal, Kdavies tht 4. 
repeated in the AF. 1 31. Parl8. $-lawer6s Which they bec 
innovated or prejudged, the comiffion ahenttheunionotthe 
two Kingdoms of Scotland & England,which 15 the ſole 4#. 
of the 17. Part. of K, lamer 6. declares, ſuch confuſion woulden- 
ſuc, as this Realme could bee no.more a free; Monarchic ,\ be» 
cauſc by the fundamental lawes,aacient pr iviledges, offices 
and libertics of this Kingdome, not oacly the PancelicAus 
chority of his Majeſties Royall diſcent hath becn theſe: many 
ages maintained, but alſo-the peoples {ecuritic of their Lands, 
liviogs, rights, offices, liberrics, anddignities preſerved, and 
therefore tar the preſervation of the aid true Religion; Lawes, 
and Libertics of this Kingdome, 4t:is ftatute-by the 8, AT. 
Parl.x, repeated in the 99 AR. Parl.7. Ratified tn the 23 48, Tal. 1 1. 
and 114. Af. of K. lames 6, and 4. Aft. of K. (bavier, That all 
Kings and Princcs at their Coronationand reception of their 
Princely Authoritie;ſhall make their faithful promifeby their 
ſolemne oath in the preſence of thie Ercrnall God, that, endu- 
ring the whole time of their liues, they ſhall ſerve the fame 
Eternall God, to the uttermoſt of their power, accordingas 
he hath required in his moſt holy Word, contained in the old 
and new Teſtaments. Andaccording to the ſame Word, ſhall 
maintaine the true Religion of Chriſt Telus, the preaching of 
his holy Word, the due & right miniſtration of the Sacramets 


now receaved and preached within this Realme (according to 


the Conteflion of Faith immediatelic preceeding) and {hall 
aboliſhand gainſtand all falſe _ contrarie to the ſame, 
& {hall rule the people;commirred to their charge, accordi 
to the will and command of God, revealed in his foreſai 
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Word.and accordingto the lowable lawes and conſtitutions 
received inthis Realme , no wayes repugnant'tothe ſaid will 
of th: Ecernall-God, and ſhall procure, to the uttermoſt of 
their power; to the Kirk of God, & whole Chriſtian people 
true and perfir peace inalltime commingzand that they ſhall 
bee carefull ro:raste ourot: their empire all Heretikes , and 
encemics to'the true Worl hip of G>d, who ſhall bee convi- 
Qed by the troe Kirk of God , of the forcſaid crimes , which 
was at'o obſerved by his Majcſtic, at his Coronation in Edew- 
durgh, 1633. as may be {cene-in the order of the Coronation, 
In ence ro'the Commandemement of God , con- 
forme tothe practiſe of thegodliein tormer times, and accor- 
ding to the laudable example of our Worthy and Religious 
Prog: nitors, and of many yet living amongſt us , which was 
warranted alto by. a& of Counſell, commanding a generall 
bandrd bee made and fubſcribed by his Majeſtics ſub;e&ts of 
altranks, for rwo cauſes: one was , for defending thetruc Ree 
ligion,, as it was then reformed, and is exprefled in the Cone 
feffion of Faith, aboue writtin, and a former large Contel- 
ſiorr eſtabliſhed 'by ſundiie as of lawfuvll generalt afſem- 
blies , and of Partament, unto which 'it hath relation ſerr 
downe'in publike Carthechiſmes, and which hid been for ma- 
ny yeares with a bleſſing from Heaven, preached ,and preteſ- 
ſed in this Kirk and Kingdome, as Gods uncoubred rructh , 
grounded onely upon his writtin Word. The other cauſc 
was, for cans Ya Kings Majeſtic his P-rſon and E- 
ſtate: the true Worl hip of God, and the Kings authoritic 
becing ſo ſtraitlie joyned, as that they had the ſame friends and 
common cncmics , anddid Rand and fall togither. And final- 
lic,bccing convinced in our mindes, and confetling with cur 
mouthes, thart-the preſent & ſucceeding generations in this 
Land, are bound to keep the forclaid nationak Oath and' ſub- 
Kripuon inviolable. Wee Noblemen, Barrons , Gcntkmen, 
| Bur- 
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Of the Kirk of Scotland. 13 
Burgeſles, Miniſters, and Commons under ſubſcribing, con- 
Gdcring diverstimes before, and eſpecially at this time , the 

of the true reformed Religion, of the Kings honour, 
and of the publicke pzace of the Kingdom : By the manifold 
innovations and evills generallie conteined and particularlic_ 
mentioned in our late Roolications , complaints , and prote- 
ſtations : Doc heereby profeſſe, and before God, his Angels, 
andthe V Vorld folemnelie declare: That, with our whole 
hearts wee agreeand rcſolve all the dayes of our life con- 
ftantlic to adhere unto , andto defend the forefaid true Re- 
ligion. 4nd forbearing the practiſe of all novations , alreadic 
introduced in the matters of the worship of G O D, or apro- 
bation of the corruptions of the publike Governement ofthe 
Kirk or civ#l places and power ot Kirkmen, till they be tryed 
and alowed in tree Afſemblies, and in Parlaments , to labour 
by all- meanes lawfull ro recover the puritic and libertie 
of the Goſpell, as it was eſtabliſhed and profeſſed before the 
forcaid novarions : and becauſe after due examination, wee 
plainelie perceave , and undoubredlie belicye, that the Inno- 
vations & evils comeined in our Supplications, Complaints, 
and Proteſtations have no warxant of the Word of God, are 
contrarie to the Articles of the foreſaid Confeſſions ro the 
intention and meaning of the bleiſed reformers of Religion 
m this Land , to the above written Acts of Parlamcnt, and 
doe ſenſiblic tend to the re-eſtablishing of the Popiſh Reli- 
gion and tyrannic, and to the ſubveriion and ruine of the 
true Reformed Religion, and of our Liberties, Lawes and 
Eſtates. V Vee allo declare;that the foreſaid Confeſhons are 
to be interpreted and ought to be underſtood ofthe forefaid 
novationsand cvils no leſle than it every one of them had 
beene expreſlcd in the forclaid confeſſions , and that wee are 
obliged to deteſt and abhorre them amongſt other particulax 
denk of Papiſtiic abjurcd thexein. And therefore from the 
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ktiowtedge and conſcience of oor dutic w' God, toohr King 
4nd Countrey, without any reſpect or inducement, 

{0 fatre as humane mfrmitic will fuffer,, wiſhing a trther |. 
meaſure of the grace of God for this effect, Wee promile , 
and ſweare by the Great Name of the Lord our GO D, to:con« 
rife in tho Profeſſion and Obedience of the foreſaid: Reli 
gion-: That we'ſ hall defend the ſame, and refiſt all thefe cons 
traric- errours and corruptions, according to our vocation, 
and ro the urtermoſt of that power that God hath pur inour 
hands, all the dayes of our life : andin like manner with the 
ſame heart, wee declare before God and Men; - That wee 
have no intention not deſire to attempt any thing that may 
turne to the dil honour of God, or to the diminution of the 
Kings Greatneſle and Authoritie : But on the contrarie, we 
promiſe andfweate, that wee (Hall ,to the uttermoſt of our 
power, with our meanes and lives, ſtand ro the defence of 
out dread Souveraine , the Kings Majeſtic , his Perſon and 
Authoritie, in the defence and preſervation of the torefayd 
rene Religion, Liberties and Lawes of te Kingdome : 'As 
alſo, tothe matuall defence and aſſiſtance, every one of us 
oF another in the ame cauſe of maintaining che true Reli- 

jon, and his Majeſties Authoritie,with our beſt counſell,our 
ies, meancs, and whole power againſt all ſorts of perſons 
whatſoever. So that, whatſoever { hall bee done to the leaſt 
of us tor that cauſe, !hall be takenas done to vs all in gene- 
rall, and to every one of us in particular. 

' And that wee ſhall neither dircAtlie nor indirelie ſuffer 
our ſelves to bee devided ot withdrawen by whatſoever ſag- 
—_ combination, allurement , ortcrrour trom this ble{- 

ed andÞloyal! ConjunRion, nor ſhall caſt in, any let ot impe- 
diment that may ſtzye or hinder any ſuch reſolution as by 
common conſent {hali be found to conduce for ſo good ends. 
But on the contraric, ſhall by all lawfull meanes labour to 
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Of the Kirk of Scotland. 15 
further and promove the ſame, and if any ſuch dangerous 
and diviſive motion be made tous by Word or V Vrit, VVe, 
and every one of us, { hall either ſuppreſle it, or if need bee 
ſhall incontinent make the ſame knowne, that it may be time- 
ouſly obviated ; neither doe wee feare the foule afperſions 
of rebellion, combination,or what elſe our adverſaries from 
their craft and malice would put upon us, ſeeing what wee 
doe is ſo well warranted, ariſeth from an unfained deſire 
to maintaine the true wor! hip of God, the Majeſtic of our 
King , and the peace cf the Kingdome, ſor the common 
happineſſe of our ſelves, and the poſtcritie. And becauſe 
wee cannot looke for a blefling from God upon our pro- 
ceedings , except with our Protefſion and Subſcription wee 
joyneſuch a lite and converſation, as beſcemeth Chriſtians , 
who haue renewed their Covenant with God. V Vee, there- 
fore, faithfullic promiſe, for our ſelves, our followers, and 
all others under us , both in publike , in our particular fami- 
lies and perſonall an——_— endeyour to keepe our ſelves 
within the bounds of Chriftian libertic , and to be good cx- 
amples to others of all Godlinefſe , Soberneſſe, and Righte- 
ouineſſe, and of every deutie wee owe to God and Man, 
and that this our Vnion and Conjunfion may bee obſerved 
without violation, V Vee call the living God, the Searcher 
of our Hearts, to witnes , who knoweth this to bee our 
fincere Defire, and unfained Refoluticn, as wee ſhall anſwere 
to /ESYVS ( HRIST, in the great day, & under the paine 
of Gods ever'aſting wrath , and of infamie, and of loſle of 
all honour & reſpect in this World, Mcſt humblic bceſeeching 
the LORD, to ſtrengthen usby his holy Spirit for this end: 
& to bleffe our defires & proceedings with a happiec ſucceſle, 
that Religion & Righteouſhes may fl uriſh in the Land,to the 
glory of God, the honour of our King,8& peace & comfort of 
us il. In witnes wherof we hauc ſubſcribed with our hands all 
the premiſles, &c. 


Reaſons againſt the rendering af py 
Our ſworne and ſubſcribed Cont 
feſfon of Faith. 


i. 
F wee ſhould render Our ſubſl 
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or diviſive motions, by all 
obſerve the Game wit 
by whatſoever i 
indireQtly to be divided, or drawn from it: And it is too ma» 
nifcſt, that no motion can be more diviſive the one 
fide, nor can we upon the other part more directly gi 
way to divicion , then willingly, and with our own c 
to render the band of our union and conjun@ion to be de+ 
royed, thatno teſtimony thereof may be any more extant. 
2. We would diſtinguiſh (except wee will deceave ou r 
ſelves) berween Res jurats, that which is fworn, and Jaratis . 
our ſwearcing thereof : for although all the generall and par- 
ticular points contained in our ſubſcribedCovenant were 
be inſert in another Covenant, to be made by the expre 
commandement of ; yet ro rander our ſworne Con- 
ſeſſion, were both to paſle from our ſweating thereof, «s 
þ res efſet integra, as if we had never {worne and ſubſcribed; 
and alſo to deſtroy that which we have beene doing, as a 
thing unlawfull, and to be repented of. It were not only to 
make our oath to be no oath, our ſubſcription no ſubſcrip- 
ton, and our teſtimony no teſtimony, bur really to acknow- 
ledge and Conteſle our (clves in this to have becne tran(- 
grellours; ſothat we can neither clame any right-to the pro» 
mile of Gow, nor think our ſelves obliged in any duety to 
| dm. Howe y of that oath. It myſt ever bee rtemcembeed 
and perjaries are multiglicd, not onely according 
eo the diverlity or 6 Gags Hes roam, but according 
is 
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ro the _——— ſame thing at diverſe times ; fo oft as 
we ſweare and ſubſcribe the ſame things by ſo many oaths 
and obligations are we bound unto Go, and conſequently the 
rendering of our ſubicription, is the renunceing of that indiyi- 
duall band and. obligatian, although poſſably by another we 
may ſtand bound or ſworne. 

3- Our voluntary renewing of our Covenant with God, 
caricth greater evidence of a free f{ervice tro God, then if it 
had beene done by expreſſe commandement of authority : Be- 
cauſe the power of God makeing his people fo willing and the 
readineſle and fincerity of the people is ſo much the more ma- 
nifeſt; like as the Loxp from heaven hath teſtified his accep- 

” wonderfull workings of his Spirit in the hearts 
both of paſtors and people,to their great comfort and ſtrength= 
ning in every duety, above any mcaſure that ever hach becne 
heard of in this land ; And therefore to give any token of 
recalling the ſame were unthankfully ro mijregard the work of 

God, andto quite all the comforts and corroborations that the 
people of God have t6 their great joy experienced at this time, 

4. We have declarcd before God and the world, that this 
our Covenant, as irnow ſtandeth ſworne and ſubſcribed, is 
lawfull and neceffary , that it is done in obedience to the 
commandement of God, conforme to the pram of the god- 
ly, and according to the laudab'e example of our religious pro- 
genitors, who by the like oath have obliged usto the fubſtance 
and tenor of this: And therefore if we ſhould now by rende- 
ring our Covenantundo that which we have done, we ſhould 
deny the commandement of God, condemne the examples in 
ſcripture, and the practiſes in this Kirk; and precondemne all 
like commendable courſes to be raken by poſterity in- the like 
exigence. 

5. No Covenant inthings civile can be altered or reſcin- 
ded without conſent of the partics with whom itis made ; Bur 
Our Covenant is a religious Covenant made with Gop and 
amongſt Our ſelyes, and therefore can not be rendered with- 
out the expreſſe conſent of the- meaneR of all the ſubſcrib- 
ers; who juſtly for their comfort nagy crave of Us all the bene- 
bite and performance thercof, 
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6. There is no appoarmnice that ſuch as affe& the prelats and 
their courſes, will be moved to fweare and fubſnbe all the 
parts of this Covenant: As for inſtance, To labour by all mcanes 
to recover the former puritic and libertic of the Goſpel, as it was 
eſtabliſhed and profelled, before the novations alreadie introdu- 
ced, or to declare that they undoubtedly do believe, that the in» 
novations and evils contained in} Our Supplications, Complaints, 
and Proteſtations are abjured in the Couk flion of Faith, a other 
heads of Poperic expicflely contained therein. 

7. Although all the points of the ſubſcribed Covenant were 
ratified by a&t of Parliamcnt,yet could we not render the fubicri- 
bed Covenants: Becauſc a&ts of Parliament ate changeable aud of 
the narure of a civile ratification: And it is neceſlatie , that this 
Our Oath being a rcligious and perperuall obligation ſhould 
ſtand in vigour for the more firme eſtabliſhing of religion in 
Our owne time, and in the generations following, 

$8. All the world may juſtly wonder at Our inconſtancic, and 
Our enemies who in their inſolencie are readie to infule upon Us 
at the leaſt occaſion, would not ceaſe to mock at Us, and traduce 
Us as perjured Covenant-breakers, and troublers of the peace of 
the kirk and kingdome, without any neceſlaric cauſe. 

9. Although We do not compare the Scriptures of God with 
a written confeſſion of faith, yer as the rendering of the Bible was 
the fin of the Traditeres of old, and a figne of the denyall of the 
truth contained therein: ſo the rendering of Our Confeſſion of 
faith, ſo ſolemiily (worn and ſubſcribed, © ſtaying the courſe of 
defeRtion, and for barring of poperie, and all a corruptions 
of Tcligion, could be interpreted to be no leſle, then a reall de- 
nyall of Our Faith before men, in a time when Gov calleth 
for the Conſefion thereof. 

10. Many fair promiſes haye becne made, for not urging 
, of articles already concluded, and for not troubling us wi 

any further novations, which being believed , have eninared 
many, and drawne them on to doe that which otherwiſe they 
would not have done, all which promiſcs have beene broken 
and denyed, when the performance was craved: And why fhall 
We not expe the like jn this caſe, eſpecially where the chal- 
lenge will be foynd to be more hard and difficile. 

+ Objeftiony 


Objettions anſwered. 


Ob, od & may be objected that che Confeſſion of Paith being 

confirmed by che Kings Authoritie were much to be 
preferred to this, which ſeemerh to have no exp;eſle com- 
mandement of authoritle, 

An 1. Our Covenant Wanteth not the warrand civile and o- 
cleſreſticall,wbich authoriſed the ſormer Covenant. 2. Alt rſh and 

ſed oatbes be unlawful, = voluntary covenanting With God & 
more free ſervice ts God (4s i” feaye PIO then that which 
is commanded by Authoritie. 4. We ought not to ill that good mg 
come of it, and muſt reſolve to chooſe jr, 1h rather thes intquitie. 
0b. 2. The rendering of the whole copics of the ſubſcrib- 
ed Covenant were a feady meane to "remove all feares of che 
Kings wcath againſt the $. 

Anſ, 1. 1# & more to fall in the hands of the livi 
GOD. 2. They wrong the King who threaten his ood ſubjett} with 
his Wrath , for covenanting with God, in defence of religion and of 
bis Myjeſties Perſon Authoritie. 3. It were more righteow 
with GOD to tmrw bir Majeſties Heart and Hand againſt Vs, for © 
dealing thus dechatfully in bis Covenant. 

0b. 3. If this be not granted his Majeſtic will grant neither 
Aſemblic nor P arliamcnt for eſtubliſhing Religion, and ſcrling 
the peace of the kick and kingdome. 

Anf. 1. The good providence of God fo ſenſible in this Whole 
Work from the beginning will incline the roy © of gr ious 
« King , to deale more kindely and benjgnely 0 gue fs 
2. W; bave law, reaſon, and cuſtome for —_—_ 
thoſe lewefull remedies of the grievances and ſtare: of the whole & 
and countreys 

0b. 4. The end of the making of our Covenant was, that We 
might be delivered from the innovations of religion, which being 
obreined, our Covenant ſhould ceaſe,as having no farther uſe. 

Anſ.. 1. As «ls of Parliament «gain did not aboliſh our * 
former Confeſſion of faith, Whereln poperie Was & Atrof Pare 
liament to be made ageinſt theſe imovetions can not make onr Ca- 


verant to be unprofitable. . 2. Although the innovations of religion 

Were the occaſion of making this Covenant, yet aw intention wet 
inſt thoſe, and againſt all other innovations and corraytions to #- 
ifs religion by an everlsſting Covenant never ts be forgotten, 
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